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The Multiple LRN Issue is another symptom of the lack of uniform interconnection, interoperability and architectures across the various industry participants in the PSTN.  In other words, the topography of the PSTN is not homogenous.  Allowing multiple LRNs should not relieve a service provider from developing bi-lateral agreements between themselves and interconnecting service providers.

Assignment of Multiple LRNs is a quick fix to a problem that is complicated by the following:

· Network architecture differences

· Political jurisdictions of call origination/call termination

· Regulatory jurisdiction of the call routed via an LRN (Local, Toll (Intra, Inter))

· Costs of data base records

· Charges for NPAC queries

· Which company does the NPAC query

· Misuse of LRNs

· Misrouting of LRNs

Assignment of Multiple LRNs is allowed under ANSI T1 TRQ-02 by the statement that bi-lateral agreements, between service providers, take precedent over the standard.  The NIIF Inter-connection Template states that bilateral agreements, between service providers, take precedent over the template.

The problem is amplified by the differences in regulatory rules and standards across the various segments that utilize NANP resources.

(For Example: The FCC separates wireline and wireless carriers into two separate bureaus when in reality, wireless carriers are only wireless in their connection of the subscriber instrument to the PSTN.)

