Future of Numbering Working Group (FON-WG) Meeting Notes 

November 16, 2004

1. Introductions and Agenda Review

Karen Mulberry and Hoke Knox requested all to send an email to them to help organize the mailing list and to create the participant list for today’s call.

Bob Atkinson emphasized that this group’s work is important to the NANC and the FCC and it is wise that the NANC gets ahead of the curve to keep its eye on the future of numbering.

2. Review of NANC Principles

Karen reminded the participants to review the NANC principals previously distributed to the group.

3. Co-Chairs

The WG agreed that Hoke Knox and Karen Mulberry will be the co-chairs and that Jim Castagna will assist in the capacity as the secretary/scribe.

4. Develop Working Group Mission and Scope

The team reviewed and agreed to the initial draft of the following mission and scope. Comments are requested.

Future of Numbering Working Group

Mission

To explore changes to the environment, including new and future technologies, the impact of market place and/or regulatory changes and innovations on telephone numbering. 

Scope:

The Working Group will investigate new telephone numbering assignment approaches and future telephone number assignment requirements. The Working Group will identify common criteria and gather data to identify trends and their impact upon numbering resources. The Working Group, if necessary, will analyze opportunities to determine the feasibility and benefit of each and report its findings to the NANC. The Working Group will also analyze various topics that may be given to it from time to time by the NANC and/or FCC.

5. Navy NPA Request 

The WG discussed the Navy’s issue at the INC and the INC presentation to the NANC as a source of information for the group. The INC’s NPA Assignment Guidelines are posted on the INC’s website.

Karen emphasized we are to address the policy impacts and that the INC was tasked to address the technical feasibility. It was noted that the WG and the INC will together need to correspond with other groups, including other ATIS groups like ESIF or directly with NENA, for example. The group agreed that there are policy issues and contributions are needed.

    - Policy Issues

    - National Security

    - Government/Public Entity Differences

6. Baseline Assumptions associated with the Future of Numbering

· Portability

· Emergency services & N11

· CALEA

· TRS

· National security

· Network security/redundancy

7.  FON Work/Analysis Issues

Mr. Atkinson expressed interest in several items and the WG agreed to further discuss the following:

1. Why do numbers need to be geographic – is there a number boundary?

2. Impact of nomadic and/or mobile numbers vis-a-vis VoIP and/or cellular – when area codes cease to be meaningful.

3. Do LATAs continue to exist? 

4. Do rate centers continue to exist?

5. Marketplace allocation/solutions of numbering resources – buying/selling using a marketplace allocation approach as opposed to regulatory allocation system. 

6. Who owns the number?

7. What are the system and network topology impacts?

8. What are the GSM North America issues – Anna Miller?

9. Are there international roaming issues?

10. 10 Digit Dialing?

11. What is the tipping point question?

8. Future Meeting Schedule

December 1, 2005 at 1-3 PM ET, 203-607-2778 Pin: 713148# (Finalize Mission & Scope, discuss contributions, & assign work task)

January 10, 2005 at 1-3 PM ET, 203-607-2778 Pin: 713148#

Mission and Scope finalized and presented to NANC on January 19, 2005.

Discuss contributions & work task assignments.

Action Items

1. Collect and disseminate related documents prepared in the past that address numbering optimization. Post them to the NANC chair web site.

2. Identify groups who may contribute to the WG’s goals and/or have expertise we may need to draw upon during our work. Initiate contact.

3. Identify assumptions and assessment criteria to (1) determine if there is a concern for the future of numbering and (2) for use when comparing opportunities to determine if they are feasible in addressing these concerns.

4. Hoke and Penn to prepare baseline market trend list straw man.

5. Adam Newman to provide some INC guidelines background related to POTENTIAL Navy policy issues. 

Straw Work Plan

The group discussed the need to consider various scenarios that may influence and/or impact the future of numbering. Trends will need to be identified and their impact measured. Irrespective of the impact upon the future of numbering resources, the WG needs to report its findings at this stage to the NANC. This initial list identified today could be expanded, researched and discussed, leading to an assessment of the trends to understand the type and characteristics of the results of these trends upon the future of numbering. 

Documents

INC NPA Allocation Plan and Assignment Guidelines:

http://www.atis.org/inc/docs/finaldocs/NPA-Allocation-Final-Document-7-23-04

.doc
The link for the presentations from the November 4, 2004 Future of Numbering Symposium is as follows: 

http://www.fcc.gov/realaudio/presentations/2004/110404/       
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