North American Numbering Council

c/o Columbia Institute for Tele-Information

Columbia Business School

1A Uris Hall

3022 Broadway

New York, NY 10027-6902

May 14, 2003

Mr. William Maher 

Chief, Wireline Competition Bureau

Federal Communications Commission

445 Twelfth Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re:  Use of Telephone Numbers as Universal Service Fund Allocator 

Dear Mr. Maher:

In early March, the Wireline Competition Bureau’s staff asked the North American Numbering Council (NANC) to review the technical implications of using working telephone numbers as a possible means of assessing service providers’ contributions to the Universal Service Fund.  At its March 19 meeting, NANC established an Issues Management Group (IMG) to respond to the staff’s request. 

The purpose of this letter is to forward, on behalf of NANC, the IMG’s report which was considered and approved at NANC’s May 13 meeting.

I should note that the IMG’s  assignment was to examine the technical numbering-related issues raised in paragraph 99 of the Commission’s December 13, 2002 Second Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking and six additional questions raised by the staff.  The IMG (and NANC) avoided any consideration of policy issues associated with the issue of how contributions to the USF should be assessed and neither the Commission nor any party to the proceedings should infer any such policy judgments from the IMG’s report.

I should also note that the IMG’s report does not have extensive discussion of technical “benefits” beyond noting the existence of an appropriate mechanism.  The NANC did not draw any conclusions from the relative paucity of “benefits” compared to the “hurdles.” 

A copy of this letter and the IMG’s report will be filed in the following dockets:

CC Docket No. 96-45, CC Docket No. 98-171, CC Docket No. 90-571, CC Docket No. 92-237, NSD File No. L-00-72, CC Docket No. 99-200,  CC Docket No. 95-116, and CC Docket No. 98-170
Please let me know if there are any questions about the IMG’s report or if the staff would like the IMG to address additional issues.

Sincerely,

/Signed/

Robert C. Atkinson

NANC Chair

cc:
Diane Griffin - FCC


Eric Einhorn - FCC

Cheryl Callahan - FCC


Sanford Williams - FCC


Jennifer Gorny - FCC




Pam Slipakoff – FCC

NANC Members

