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NOTICE

This contribution has been prepared to assist the NANC Future of Numbering Working Group. The contribution is offered as a basis for discussion and is not a binding proposal on BellSouth, which reserves the right to amend or withdraw the statements contained herein at any time.
1. COSTS OF NUMBER ADMINISTRATION:

BACKGROUND:

NANC's Future of Numbering group (FON) is examining what rules should be modified or established in order for VoIP service providers (VSPs) to obtain numbering resources directly from North American Numnering Plan AdmNANPA or the Pooling Administrator (PA). 

Section 52.17 of the FCC rules, entitled Cost of Number Administration, states that all telecommunications carriers in the United States shall contribute on a competitively neutral basis to support numbering administration based on their end-user telecommunications revenues.

PROPOSAL:

BellSouth believes that any service provider, regardless of their classification, that obtains numbering resources directly from the numbering administrators should have an obligation to contribute to the costs of administration of the North American Numbering Plan (NANP)

The current version of the FON report does address this obligation.  BellSouth proposes that:

1. Appendix A (Comparison Chart) be modified so that a separate line item is added for the Cost of Number Administration as follows:

	
	Current PSTN SP Allocation Requirement
	Source
	Reference
	Recommended VoIP Requirement
	Modification(s) required

	27
	Cost of Number Administration
	F
	47 CFR ¶¶52.17
	Yes


	


2. Section 7.0 Recommendation be modified (bold text) as follows:

The FoN makes the following recommendations and conditions for NANP number assignment criteria to VoIP Providers: 

1. Will be responsible to comply with industry guideline requirements currently listed in the COCAG or the TBPAG except as amended by the FCC to obtain number assignments 

2. Must support local number portability port-in and port out requirements and be treated just as any other provider who is porting customers numbers

3. Will be responsible for state registration

4. Will file NRUF as required

5. Will adhere to all resource utilization threshold requirements

6. Will contribute to the costs of numbering administration

2. NUMBER PORTABILITY:

BACKGROUND:

Section 6.4 of the draft report simply states that “it is assumed for purposes of this evaluation that VoIP providers will also be in compliance with all existing Number Portability requirements established by the FCC and pursuant to the appropriate LNP guidelines and standards as developed and adopted by the industry for all other carriers who utilize PSTN numbering resources.”

In general, BellSouth supports the recommendation that if VoIP service providers obtain numbers directly from the NANP or PA, then VoIP service providers must comply with number portability requirements.  However, this report needs to state that the FON IMG has not done a full analysis of the LNP requirements as they pertain to VoIP service providers,

In addition, the report should state that should be obligation on VSPs  that interact directly with the NPAC to be allocated a portion of the “shared costs” of LNP.  (See FCC Rules Section 52.32).  

PROPOSAL: 

BellSouth proposes that the following text (bold text) be added to Section 6.4:

6.4
 Number Portability

Although the FON has not done a detailed analysis of the LNP requirements as they apply to VoIP service providers, is assumed for purposes of this evaluation that VoIP providers will also be in compliance with all existing Number Portability requirements established by the FCC and pursuant to the appropriate LNP guidelines and standards as developed and adopted by the industry for all other carriers who utilize PSTN numbering resources.  

In addition, it is assumed that VoIP service providers that interact directly with the NPAC will be allocated a portion of the “shared costs” of LNP.  This may require modification to Section 52.32 of the FCC rules.

