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ABSTRACT:  This contribution proposes an alternative solution for evaluation by the Future of Numbering Working Group regarding the Department of Navy’s request to evaluate assignment of the entire 366  NPA for their private use.  
NOTICE:

This document is offered to the NANC Future of Numbering Working Group as a basis for discussion and is not a binding proposal on Qwest nor is it an official statement of Qwest’s position on the matter.  Qwest specifically reserves the right to amend or withdraw the statements contained herein.

Purpose

The intent of this contribution to the Future of Numbering Working Group is to offer an alternative to solution to the INC issue 459.  The proposal is to evaluate and if possible obtain and use a separate country code as described below.  It is recommended the idea be evaluated as an alternative that the Department of Navy (DoN) can use to obtain the desired resources for their own unique combinations of technologies and services as described in their request to consolidate their Country Code 1 Number assets.   It is not offered as a technical paper, only as a concept to be researched more thoroughly for feasibility and practicality.

Proposed Consideration

Based on the current desire to isolate an entire NPA for a single entity’s use as proposed by the Department of Navy, it is proposed that the Future of Numbering (FoN) Working group assist the DoN in considering the use of a new separate country code as an alternative to their plan.  To fully explore those avenues it is recommended the FoN use the International Telecommunication Union Telecommunication Standardization Sector (ITU-T) who has established recommendations available to guide the DoN and their vendor(s) in their research for solutions.  The specific ITU-T recommendations are E.190, E.129 and E.164 and its supplements.

In looking at the various ideas and concepts presented by the DoN, it could be viewed that the DoN could entertain the idea of having a fully separated network for the United States Government and those people and organizations that make up the DoN as well as those who use telecommunications services under its direction.  The concept of a separate country code is one that can be expanded to accommodate the needs of all other military agencies and or the entire U.S. Department of Defense as well as other potential Governmental agencies.  By obtaining separate country code identification and then designing a dialing plan around their needs, the DoN and possibly others would have the capability to quickly and readily interface and interconnect with all aspects of the North American Numbering Plan and all other international dialing plans utilizing the standards from the ITU-T.  One of the fundamental reasons for adopting and deploying this network using the ITU-T recommendations is that most if not all carriers in the United States deployed the ITU-T’s 15 digit dialing plan capability at the end of 1996 and that capability was voluntarily deployed throughout the United States of America in all switches connected with the PSTN.  

This proposal suggests that the DoN (and in the future other U.S. Military branches and potentially many other federal agencies) pursue the idea of having the United 
States Government petition the International Telecommunication Union Telecommunication Standardization Sector (ITU-T) for unique country code for the departments and personnel deployed throughout the various services.  The ITU-T understands the need to address an ever expanding marketplace due to the introduction of new services, new applications for geographic and non‑geographic numbering resources, and changes in national boundaries, management and assignment of international numbering resources for different applications.

This option has the potential to eliminate many of the concerns and questions being raised by various segments of the industry and their technical committees.  At the same time, if this is found to be a solution that is acceptable to the DoN, the unique country code for the DoN would have no impact on the existing NANP resources.  This could keep the eight million numbers available for customer services and the new technologies being deployed throughout the NANP today.  Furthermore by adopting this recommendation, it has the potential to save about 6.6 million from the NANP being abandoned.  The other concern would be that if a NANP area code were assigned, it could lead to other entities pursuing their own NPAs.   Using a separate country code assignment offers many solutions that can minimize the cost to the people who use the NANPA and without cost and impact belaboring our nation wide telecommunication system and its carriers.  

The following represent just a few of the ideas of how a separate country code could be of benefit.  

· With the planned and proposed DoN network (and potentially those of other branches of the military) and a separate country code, the DoN can establish any type of calling plan they desire with recommendations of the ITU-T Study Group.

· By having a separate country code, the DoN can, through their underlying carriers, establish the equivalent of local dialing throughout all States and the various territories where the network is deployed.  Using their own country code, they can establish their own interconnection agreements and rating and routing controls through their own procurement processes in order to interconnect with carriers to deliver calls to their country code.

· Using a separate country code and dialing plan, the DoN can create and define their own geographic calling areas independent of the current PSTN.

· Emergency services dialing will be maintained and controlled by the managing entity for the DoN.

· The DoN can control the assignment and movement of all telephone numbers within their dialing plan.  

· The numbers could not be transferred or assigned without permission of the manager of the numbers for the DoN.

· Other carriers, such as wireless, wireline and IP providers could potentially offer to use the numbers from the new country code for the DoN/U.S. network.

· This would be entirely outside of the NANP and would not require the use of eight million numbers to serve 1.4 million stations.

