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ABSTRACT:  This contribution provides a first draft for the Background section of the FON Report to the NANC.
NOTICE:

This contribution is submitted as a basis for discussion and should not be construed as a binding proposal on the part of the contributor, who reserves the right to add to, amend, or withdraw the contents of this contribution at any time.

Introduction

This contribution provides suggested text for the Background section of the Future of Numbering Report to the NANC.

Background

On October 13, 2004 the Wireline Competition Bureau (Bureau) of the Federal Communications Commision (FCC) released a Public Notice announcing a symposium on “The Future of Numbering.”
  The symposium was held on 4 November 2004 in Washington, DC.  The purpose of the symposium was to explore the impact of new technologies, innovations and services on the FCC’s numbering resource optimization goals.  The symposium also enabled the Bureau to receive input from interested parties and industry experts on the numbering resource optimization issues facing providers of new and emerging technologies and services. The key issue of the symposium was to determine whether new technologies, innovations and services will affect numbering administration and optimization.

Following the Future of Numbering Symposium, the North American Numbering Council (NANC) Chair established the Future of Numbering (FON) Working Group to address the future of numbering in the North American Numbering Plan (NANP) area.  The mission of the Working Group is to explore changes to the environment, including new and future technologies, the impact of market place and/or regulatory changes and innovations on telephone numbering.

The Working Group’s scope included the investigation of new telephone numbering assignment approaches and future telephone number assignment requirements. The Working Group agreed to identify common criteria and gather data to identify trends and their impact upon numbering resources.  The Working Group decided to analyze opportunities to determine the feasibility and benefit of each and report its findings to the NANC.  The Working Group also agreed to analyze various topics that may be given to it from time to time by the NANC and/or FCC related to its mandate.

Some of the issues the Working Group identifed for assessment include geographic number portability, affects on emergency services and N11 codes, CALEA, TRS, national security, network security/redundancy, the rationale for geographic numbers, impact of nomadic and/or mobile numbers vis-a-vis VoIP and/or cellular numbers, whether area codes should continue to be geographically meaningful, whether LATAs should continue to exist, whether rate centers should continue to exist, evolution of the industry and regulatory environment, demand for numbering resources, functions served by numbering resources, marketplace trends, marketplace allocation/solutions of numbering resources versus a regulatory allocation system, ownership of numbering resources, system and network topology impacts, international mobile telephone roaming issues, 10 Digit Local and Toll Dialing (INC proposed Uniform Dialing Plan), future innovations in the use of the NANP, advancement of future network and communications technologies, NANP exhaust projections and expansion plan, and numbering resource conservation and optimization measures.

Two additional topics were submitted to the Working Group by the NANC.  The first was the USA Department of the Navy’s (DON) request to the Industry Numbering Committee (INC) for an area code for its sole and exclusive use.  The NANC requested the WG to address the policy impacts of the DON request, whereas the INC was tasked to address the technical feasibility.  

The second issue submitted to the Working Group by the NANC was a request to review whether and how USA FCC numbering rules should be modified to allow IP-enabled service providers access to numbering resources in a manner consistent with FCC numbering optimization policies. This NANC request arose from Order FCC 05-20 (Administration of the North American Numbering Plan, CC docket 99-200, adopted January 28, 2005) in which the FCC granted a waiver for SBCIS to obtain numbering resources for deploying VoIP and other IP-related services directly from the NANPA or the Pooling Administrator. In that Order, the FCC requested the NANC to conduct a review as outlined above of the USA FCC numbering rules regarding IP-enabled service providers. 

This Report provides the inputs of the Working Group to the NANC.

� See  Wireline Competition Bureau Invites Interested Parties to Participate in a Symposium to Discuss the Future of Numbering: Will New Technologies, Innovations and Services Affect Numbering Administration and Optimization?, Public Notice, CC Docket No. 99-200, DA 04-3207 (rel. Oct. 13, 2003)  The Public Notice is available at  http://hraunfoss.fcc.gov/edocs_public/attachmatch/DA-04-3207A1.pdf





