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Executive Summary

Section 1.0
Background

The Local Number Portability Administration Working Group (LNPA) at the direction of the North American Number Portability Management (NAPM) LLC under took a review of two change orders that were not originally contained in its Number Portability Administration Center (NPAC) new software release recommendation.  These two Change Orders, NANC 399 and NANC 400, request the addition of two new data identification fields to be developed, but not turned up, in NPAC Release 3.3.  Both of these Change Orders are identified as optional NPAC data field change orders such that an NPAC User is not required to modify its systems or processes to support them.

NANC Change Order 399 proposes a Service Provider Identification (SPID) level type indicator field be added in order to distinguish the identity of the service the ported telephone is associated, such as wireline, wireless, reseller, VoIP or VoIPWIFI. 

NANC Change Order 400 proposes the addition of a new NPAC field that will contain Uniform Resource Identifiers (URIs) to support IP-based Voice services.  This new field is proposed to coordinate and synchronize the updates of the SS7-based number portability look up databases with that of the IP based look up databases.  

The North American Numbering Council (NANC) at its March meeting requested that the Future of Numbering Working Group (FoN) assess NANC Change Orders 399 & 400 to determine if there were any regulatory or policy issues that need to be addressed by the NANC before the LNPA technical recommendation is brought to the NAPM for a business decision.

Section 2.0
Scope of Work

The Future of Numbering Working Group determined that the scope of its work is the evaluation of NANC Change Orders 399 and 400 as they relate to the future of numbering requirements and number portability public policy and regulatory issues.

Section 3.0
Issues

1. Identification of business process(s) for NPAC modifications

a. Coded into the NPAC Software but not turned up until business need identified and contract arrangements are successfully concluded by the NAPM LLC

b. Coded into the NPAC Software and turned up with Release 3.3 after contract arrangements are successfully concluded by the NAPM LLC

2. Intent and purpose of the NPAC per FCC regulatory requirements

In FCC 97-289, released August 18, 1997 the following paragraphs give regulatory direction to the NANC and the NAPM LLC as to the intent and purpose of the NPAC:  

69. We adopt the NANC's recommendations concerning the change management process.  We agree with the NANC that it is important that a neutral entity oversee the change management process, so that:  (1) there is consistency in the submission and consideration of changes to the architectural, technical and operational specifications and procedures; (2) uniform processes are implemented; and (3) no individual carriers or industry segments are disadvantaged.  We find that the NANC's proposed change management process will enable the industry to make changes to the architectural, technical and operational specifications and procedures in a timely and uniform manner.  The role of the regional LLCs in managing changes to the number portability technical and operational specifications, however, is subject to our planned review of the role of the regional LLCs in implementing long-term number portability.  We direct the NANC to continue its oversight of architectural, technical and operational change management processes and to make additional recommendations to the Commission as necessary, consistent with the procedures set forth in 
 128, infra.  In the event the NANC is dissolved at some point in the future, we will, at that time, either establish or select an oversight body to perform the change management functions now delegated to the NANC.

92.  We direct the NANC to monitor these industry efforts and to make recommendations to the Commission consistent with the procedures set forth in paragraphs 128-132, infra, for modifications to the various technical and operational standards as necessary for CMRS providers to efficiently implement number portability and to allow CMRS providers to interconnect with a wireline number portability environment.

3. Previous NPAC modifications

Section 4.0
Analysis

Section 5.0
Conclusion and Recommendation

The FoN reviewed all the issues and contributions that have been identified by participants and has reached the following conclusions:

Section 6.0
Attachments
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