North American Numbering Council

c/o Columbia Institute for Tele-Information

Columbia Business School

1A Uris Hall

3022 Broadway

New York, NY 10027-6902

July 24, 2001

Ms. Dorothy Attwood

Chief, Common Carrier Bureau

Federal Communications Commission

445 Twelfth Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20544

Re:  555 Number Reclamation

Dear Ms. Attwood:

I am writing on behalf of the North American Numbering Council (NANC) to bring to your attention a planned change to number assignment guidelines which would affect the FCC’s responsibilities.

At NANC’s June meeting, the Industry Numbering Committee (INC) informed NANC that the INC does not believe that it has the authority to reclaim 555 numbers that have been assigned but have not been put into service within the timeframe specified in the INC Guidelines.  Rather, INC believes that the “appropriate regulatory authority” of each country involved in the North American Numbering Plan should have the responsibility and authority to reclaim these 555 numbers, when and if the regulatory authority determines to do so under its processes and procedures.  In the case of the United States, the Federal Communications Commission would be the “appropriate regulatory authority.”  

After an informative debate, the NANC agreed, through a consensus, that the FCC is the appropriate regulatory authority to make any determinations regarding reclamation in the United States.   Accordingly,  NANC requested INC to modify the 555 Assignment Guidelines to reflect this decision and, at a recent meeting, INC modified the 555 Assignment Guidelines in the manner reflected in the attached revision.  These revisions are expected to become final and effective, in accordance with INC’s procedures by the end of August 2001. 
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If the Common Carrier Bureau does not concur with these planned changes, I would be grateful if you would advise me promptly so that NANC, in turn, can advise INC not to release the revisions.

Thank you.

For the North American Numbering Council:

_______________________

Robert C. Atkinson

Chairman

Cc:
NANC Members

        
John Manning - NANPA


Norman Epstein - INC


Diane Harmon - FCC


Cheryl Callahan - FCC


Sanford Williams - FCC


Deborah Blue - FCC

