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Activity/Issue Name: 
Analysis of Commons and Property Rights Models for the allocation of NANP Numbering Resources
Activity/Issue Description: 
Identification of Pros and Cons of "Commons" (no individual property rights) and "Property Rights" (individual property rights with a free and open marketplace) models of telephone number assignment.
Determine whether a shift from the current Commons Model to a free and open market-based Property Rights Model may lead to a more appropriate and desirable methods for the assignment, management and allocation  of NANP resources.  Which method will result in greater Numbering Resource Optimization (NRO) and will better serve a vibrant and efficient marketplace?  This analysis may yield a recommendation to the NANC regarding opportunities to transition to a Property Rights Model.
Activity/Issue Importance/Relevance: 
End-users depending upon TNs for accessing new communication services may perceive incidents of ownership rights with respect to their subscribership, which may surpass  rights currently perceived to exist in association with numbers used to access legacy services. A better understanding of the perceptions of “ownership” of both the legacy and contemporary users of telephone numbers would be of value in drawing conclusions about the pros and cons of numbering models.
Changes in the technology, economics and social usage of telephone numbers, and the emergence of other addressing schemes such as internet URLs and social-networking identities have contributed to a shift in the way end-users perceive their relationship to their numbers. The difference between the legacy usage of telephone numbers and contemporary usage of “electronic addresses” suggests the need for a fundamental understanding of the impact that a change in the underlying model for the assignment, management and allocation of numbers will have on the delivery and/or availability of a broad range of current and future telecommunications and media delivery services.
Suggested Plan Of Action/Activities: 
1. List real and perceived rights of end users employing telephone numbers for legacy and new services.
2. Review existing examples of  relevant property rights models (i.e. Australia) 
3. Develop approach for identifying Pros and Cons of each model alone and for comparative analysis.

4. Identify Pros and Cons for each, Commons and Property Rights Model
5. Identify tentative conclusions regarding numbering policy, NRO and possibly where each model fits best for known services.
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