North American Numbering Council

Future of Numbering Working Group (FoN WG)

Draft Meeting Notes of April 20, 2006

1.      Introductions and Agenda Review


ACTION ITEM

All were asked to provide comments to the March 29, 2006 draft meeting notes and project matrix distributed on April 5, 2006.

2.      Prior Action Item Review 

3-29-2006 Action Item - All

Review of the “11 points” and the “mission and scope” (see attached notes) prior to the next meeting. Eventually, we need to list candidate issues for categorization and prioritization. Consider a list of numbering resources as well as Technological Influences (including convergence); Conservation Opportunities and; Influences on (Anticipated) Consumption.

3.      Review and update WG Mission and Scope


ACTION ITEM

All were asked to provide contributions to the following Mission and Scope. 

Future of Numbering Working Group

Mission

To explore changes to the environment, including new and future technologies, the impact of market place and/or regulatory changes and innovations on telephone numbering. 

Scope:

The Working Group will investigate new telephone (NANP) numbering assignment approaches and future telephone number assignment requirements. The Working Group will identify trends and assess their impact upon numbering resources. The Working Group, if necessary, will analyze potential changes to numbering administration and use common criteria to determine the feasibility and benefit of each and report its findings to the NANC. The Working Group will also analyze various topics that may be given to it from time to time by the NANC and/or FCC.

4.      Telematics 

(Possible Subject Title: Description of New Services and Demand Upon NANP Resources)
MI PUC Contribution by Karen Norcross

· Product is exploding and not sure if the group wants to take on something like this. VZW recently requested a large quantity of numbers for vehicles. It is thought medical Telematics may require that a unique TN associated with each account. 

Discussion Notes

· VZW participant explained that OnStar provides two telematics products: 1) A concierge-type service, which uses 500 numbers and is a one-way communication between the OnStar call center and the vehicle (no calls to/from the PSTN); and 2) A two-way service that utilizes geographic resources, and where calls can be made to/from the PSTN. An OnStar customer can change his/her number to correspond to where they reside and these geographic numbers are marked portable in the LERG Routing Guide.

· Impact of new technologies is important. Is it we need new administration strategies to mitigate exhaust or just understand use of NANP resources by new technologies and prepare? Issue may be not if numbers should be used for this purpose but to understand use and whether utilization measurement techniques are appropriate to ensure optimization.

· It was noted that the consumption of numbering resources for the purpose of new service offerings may not be a good enough reason to constrain such new offerings since it is in the public's best interest that new services are introduced when they are ready and not held due to the (anticipated) lack of numbering resources.

· The team may need to first understand the use of NANP resources by new technologies, how they may impact consumption and, determine what if any action may be necessary to ensure the timely availability of numbering resources.

· It was noted that a NARUC resolution related to the assignment of TNs to foreign retailers (primarily to overseas eBay sellers targeting American consumers) amounting to over 30 codes were consumed in Iowa in the past two weeks and that this company told a regulatory agency it may need over 1000 NXXs in the next five years. Don Gray will send NARUC resolution to the FoN WG.

· The group discussed whether it was wise to ask NANPA and PA if it was seeing any notable forecasts variations. Any new developments from NANPA and PA regarding forecasts would be of interest to the FoN. In response, the PA stated they have not seen anything significant that should cause alarm.

ACTION ITEM

Don Gray will send NARUC resolution (to the FoN WG) related to the consumption of Iowa TNs by foreign eBay retailers using NANP resources to facilitate American consumers’ ability to contact the foreign retailer.

5.      Prioritize Original List of Items from Bob Atkinson

The team reviewed and discussed the original eleven items, reorganizing them into the following tentative groupings.

A - Impact on the Significance of Geographic Numbers in a Nomadic/Mobile Society.


Will address:

1. Why do numbers need to be geographic – is there a number boundary? 

2. Impact of nomadic and/or mobile numbers vis-a-vis VoIP and/or cellular – when area codes cease to be meaningful.

3. Do LATAs continue to exist? 

4. Do rate centers continue to exist? 

Discussion Notes

· In Texas and Atlanta, they have merged some rate centers to make a larger one. The team may benefit from related documentation of the Atlanta project and in general. Qwest in the Omaha area is in the process of Rate Center Consolidation (RCC).

· Impact quantification may be difficult- benefit to conserve numbering resources and mitigate NPA exhaust. Benefit may be limited, depending on geographic characteristics. An NRO report in the late nineties recommended pooling and RCC so further information from there and any state activity since would be helpful. 

· All were asked to provide documentation related to past RCCs. John Evancie to provide impact upon toll free resources when geographic significance changes.

ACTION ITEMS
· All were asked to provide documentation related to past RCCs. 

· John Evancie to provide impact upon toll free resources when geographic significance changes.

B - Aspects of Using a Marketplace Approach to the Distribution of NANP Resources.


Will address:

1. Marketplace allocation/solutions of numbering resources – buying/selling using a marketplace allocation approach as opposed to regulatory allocation system. 

2. Who owns the number? 

Discussion Notes

· A discussion regarding the benefits of allowing a number trading and the allocation benefits was of interest and contributions are anticipated. 

· Jay Carpenter will send out a paper he authored which suggests a marketplace approach to numbers relative to ENUM.


ACTION ITEMS

· Jay Carpenter will send out a paper he authored which suggests a marketplace approach to numbers relative to ENUM.

C – Use of NANP Resources in Achieving Services Interoperability


Will address:

1. IP and Wireless issues, including international roaming and GSM North American issues.

2. New registry/addressing technologies, e.g., ENUM
D - The Pros and Cons of a Nationwide Uniform Dialing Plan


Will address:

1. 10 Digit Dialing. Including parity issue of 1+10 versus 10 between wireless and wireline, e.g., CA.

Discussion Notes

1. INC has a document addressing a Uniform Dialing Plan and Dana Smith agreed to distribute.

ACTION ITEM

1. INC has a document addressing a Uniform Dialing Plan and Dana Smith agreed to distribute.

COMPLETED

To assist in the FoN WG's discussion of ten-digit dialing, following is a link to the ATIS INC document "INC Uniform Dialing Plan" dated July 1998:

http://www.atis.org/inc/docs/finaldocs/97013117.doc
E - Description of New Services and Use of NANP Resources 

Will address:

1. Emerging New Services/Technologies

F – Carry Over Agenda Items for Further Discussion

Items from “Original List of Items from Bob Atkinson”
1. What are the system and network topology impacts? 

2. What is the tipping point question?

Organization of study topics and methods of analysis

ACTION ITEM SUMMARY

1. All were asked to provide comments to the March 29, 2006 draft meeting notes and project matrix distributed on April 5, 2006.

2. All were asked to provide contributions to the following Mission and Scope. 

3. Don Gray will send NARUC resolution (to the FoN WG) related to the consumption of Iowa TNs by foreign eBay retailers using NANP resources to facilitate American consumers’ ability to contact the foreign retailer.

4. All were asked to provide documentation related to past RCCs. 

5. John Evancie to provide impact upon toll free resources when geographic significance changes.

6. Jay Carpenter will send out a paper he authored which suggests a marketplace approach to numbers relative to ENUM. COMPLETED

7. INC has a document addressing a Uniform Dialing Plan and Dana Smith agreed to distribute. COMPLETED - To assist in the FoN WG's discussion of ten-digit dialing, following is a link to the ATIS INC document "INC Uniform Dialing Plan" dated July 1998: http://www.atis.org/inc/docs/finaldocs/97013117.doc
Scheduled Meetings:

May 3, 2006, 1:30 PM ET, 2 hours, 1-888-412-7808  PIN= 51519#

May 12, 2006, 11:00 AM ET, 2 hours, 1-888-412-7808  PIN= 51519#
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