Date:  October 9, 2001

From:  Wireless Number Portability Operations Team

To:  Robert Atkinson

NANC Chair

SUBJECT:  WTSC Testing Status Update

Dear Mr. Atkinson:

The Wireless Number Portability Operations Team wishes to inform the NANC of certain risks that will result in delays in the inter-carrier testing schedule.  These risks are:

· Switch and network component vendors unable to provide upgrades for WNP until after October 2001 and possibly not until after May 2002

· Back office (OSS) system vendors unable to provide system upgrades for WNP until after October 2001 and possibly not until after May 2002

· Many non-participating providers in the top 100 MSAs have not yet identified their test readiness.

These risks have resulted in a delay of the start date of inter-carrier testing, initially planned for October 2001, and may cause testing to extend beyond the proposed completion date of May 31, 2002.   

The WNPO has sent one letter, the week of June 18, 2001, to network vendors (switch, HLR and STP) requesting responses, regarding their WNP readiness, by June 29, 2001.  The WNPO also sent one letter to adjunct service platform vendors (E911, operator services, and Short Message Service) the week of June 18, 2001 requesting similar responses by July 6, 2001.  These letters also requested that vendors participate at the WNPO meetings. As of October 8, 2001 the WNPO has only received responses from three vendors. 

The WNPO is preparing to send a follow-up letter requesting responses regarding the same issues.   The WNPO would like this letter to be sent by the FCC Common Carrier Bureau.   The WNPO has prepared drafts of these letters for NANC approval.   

Currently, about 20 percent of wireless service providers in the top 100 MSAs are participating at the Wireless Testing Subcommittee (WTSC).  As a result, the WTSC has recently sent a letter to the other 31 wireless service providers in the top 100 MSAs who have not been participating.  This letter is a follow-up to letters previously sent by other WNP industry committees.

Based upon responses to this letter, the WNPO may request that NANC assist in further solicitation directly requesting that both facilities based wireless service providers and wireless resellers participate at the WTSC and the WNPO.  The WNPO has prepared a draft letter for your approval.  

Based upon vendor responses and additional participation, the WNPO and WTSC can update the wireless number portability implementation timeline.

Sincerely,

James Grasser and Brigitte Brown

Co-chairs of the Wireless Number Portability Operations team (WNPO)

FCC – Common Carrier Bureau

XXXX
Washington D.C. XXXXX
October 19, 2001

Vendor A

Address
Dear XXXXXX,

In June, the Wireless Number Portability Operations team (WNPO) sent a letter to your company requesting information regarding your company’s plans to support Phase II of Wireless Number Portability.  Written responses to this letter were requested by June 29, 2001.  Wireless service providers continue their efforts to plan for the support of wireless number portability as mandated by FCC Docket No. 95-116 and related rulings.  The WNPO has been tasked by the Wireless Number Portability Subcommittee to address the implementation issues specific to the wireless industry and ensure that wireless providers have a clearly defined path for the implementation of wireless number portability.  Since your company is a major vendor to the wireless industry, your company’s input is vitally important to the completion of this task.

Wireless service providers may need to acquire additional hardware and/or software to meet this mandate.  Further, service provider to service provider testing was scheduled to begin in October of 2001.  This testing is heavily reliant upon wireless service providers understanding how and when vendors will support wireless number portability.

The FCC’s Common Carrier Bureau is requesting written responses from your company regarding the following items for each of the products that you offer to the wireless industry:

1) Are telephone numbers stored or passed through your products? 

2) How will you support Number Pooling and Phase 2 of LNP?

3) What are your plans and timeframes for testing your solutions?

4) What are the general availability dates of your solutions?

Please provide the written responses on or before November 5th to:

XXXXX
FCC – Common Carrier Bureau




XXXX
Washington D.C. XXXXX
cc:

James Grasser

2000 West Ameritech Center Drive

Location:3F75C

Hoffman Estates, Illinois 60195

And email a soft copy to:  XXXXX, james.n.grasser@cingular.com, and bbrown@telecorp1.com
In addition, the FCC Common Carrier Bureau, along with the wireless industry, request that a representative from your company contribute to the implementation of Wireless Number Portability through participation at the regularly scheduled monthly meetings.  The next meeting will be held in Kansas City on November 12th and 13th.  Information regarding the monthly WNPO team meetings can be found at www.npac.com.

Sincerely,

XXXXX
FCC Common Carrier Bureau

FCC – Common Carrier Bureau

XXXX
Washington D.C. XXXXX
October 19, 2001

Vendor A

Address
Dear XXXXXX,

In June, the Wireless Number Portability Operations team (WNPO) sent a letter to your company requesting information regarding your company’s plans to support Phase II of Wireless Number Portability.  Written responses to this letter were requested by June 29, 2001.  Wireless service providers continue their efforts to plan for the support of wireless number portability as mandated by FCC Docket No. 95-116 and related rulings.  The WNPO has been tasked by the Wireless Number Portability Subcommittee to address the implementation issues specific to the wireless industry and ensure that wireless providers have a clearly defined path for the implementation of wireless number portability.  Since your company is a major vendor to the wireless industry, your company’s input is vitally important to the completion of this task.

Wireless service providers may need to acquire additional hardware and/or software to meet this mandate.  Further, service provider to service provider testing was scheduled to begin in October of 2001.  This testing is heavily reliant upon wireless service providers understanding how and when vendors will support wireless number portability.

Please send written responses detailing the release level, general availability date, number portability issues addressed in the release, and specifically how the solution addresses the following: 

· MIN/MDN separation

· Handling of incoming calls routed using LRN 

· Supporting cause value 26 (misrouted call to a ported number) 

· Supporting per-trunk group CCPN capability checking for outgoing call (signals CdPN instead of LRN, number not translated indication)

Please provide the written responses on or before November 5th to:

XXXXX
FCC – Common Carrier Bureau

XXXX
Washington D.C. XXXXX
cc:

James Grasser

2000 West Ameritech Center Drive

Location:3F75C

Hoffman Estates, Illinois 60195

And email a soft copy to:  XXXXXXX, james.n.grasser@cingular.com, and bbrown@telecorp1.com
In addition, the FCC’s Common Carrier Bureau requests that a representative from your company attend the WNPO’s November meeting, which will be held in Kansas City on November 12th and 13th for the purpose of discussing your written responses.  Please RSVP to Jim Grasser and Brigitte Brown, co-chairs of the WNPO, at james.n.grasser@cingular.com and bbrown@telecorp1.com, by November 5th for inclusion on the November WNPO agenda.

Further, the Common Carrier Bureau, along with the wireless industry, request that a representative from your company contribute to the implementation of Wireless Number Portability through participation at the regularly scheduled monthly meetings.  Information regarding the monthly WNPO team meetings can be found at www.npac.com.

Sincerely,

XXXXX
FCC Common Carrier Bureau

Vendor List for NANC Vendor Readiness Letter

The following table lists the vendors whom the WNPO has contacted requesting their plans for supporting WLNP, and whether or not they have provided the WNPO with any responses.  Further, the table indicates the proposed letter format that the WNPO is requesting NANC to send to the vendors.  There are two letter formats (Letter A and Letter B).  Letter A should be sent to MSC, HLR, and STP vendors.  Letter B should be sent to E911, Operator Services, and Short Message Service vendors.  “Letter A” and “Letter B” are denoted on the proposed letters that are attached. 

Note: The products listed for each vendor are not all inclusive of vendors’ product lines impacted by WNP.  This list is not all inclusive of vendors whose products may be impacted by WNP.

#
Vendor Name
Provided Preliminary Response to WNPO Letter
Proposed Letter Format for NANC to Send
Product Type
Vendor Contact Name
Vendor Address

1
Motorola
Yes
Letter A
MSC
Dan Meessman 

VP Marketing & Sales
Motorola
1701 East Golf Road (Tower #1)

Rolling Meadows, IL 60008






Charles Wright

VP Engineering
Motorola
1301 East Algonquin Road

Schaumburg, IL 60196

2
Lucent
No
Letter A
MSC
Michael Cooley
Lucent Technologies
67 Whippany Rd

Room 3E-222

Whippany, New Jersey  07981-0903

3
Ericsson
No
Letter A
MSC
Elaine Todd
Ericsson
111 East Capital Street, Suite 238

Jackson, Mississippi 39201

4
Nortel
No
Letter A
MSC
David LeClaire
Nortel
410 Irvine Drive

Allen, Texas 75013

5
Nokia
No
Letter A
MSC
Jim Harper
Nokia
6000 Connection Drive

Mail Drop M8-540

Irving, Texas 75039

6
Logica
No
Letter A
Short Message Service Center
Michael Ahern

Technical Business Development Manager for Mobility Products
Logica
32 Hartwell Avenue

Lexington, Massachusetts 02421

7
Compaq
No
Letter A
SCP/HLR
Dave Morse


Compaq Computer Corp
SEO building B

14408 North East 20th street

Bellevue Washington 98007-3724

8
Tekelec
Yes
Letter A
STP
Robert Tinsley
Tekelec
5200 Paramount Parkway

Morrisville, NC 27560

9
Bell South
No
Letter B
E911 Hybrid-NCAS Phase I solution and project management for T2 markets
Karen Nurkiewicz
BellSouth Telecommunications

675 West Peachtree

Room 34A35

Atlanta GA 30375

10
Intrado (formerly SCC)
No
Letter B
E911 NCAS Phase I solution and project management for T1 markets
Lorraine Hoover
Intrado
6285 Lookout Rd

Boulder Co 80205

11
Sema
Yes
Letter B
Short Message Service Center
Heather Forrester


SEMA Telecoms
515 Consumers Rd., Suite 600, 

Toronto, Ontario M2J 4Z2

Date: November 1, 2001

To: Company’s Name

Attn: President’s Name

Address

City
Dear President/CEO Name:
The Wireless Testing Subcommittee (WTSC), a sub-committee of the North American Numbering Council’s (NANC) Local Number Portability Administration Working Group, has been preparing a national inter-carrier test plan to meet the FCC’s November 24, 2002 mandate for Wireless Number Portability (WNP).  In September, the WTSC sent a letter to your company requesting the completion of a questionnaire by October 31, 2001 to determine the readiness of the wireless industry to perform inter-carrier testing, and further requesting your company’s participation in the WTSC meetings.  To date, the WTSC has not received a completed questionnaire from your company, and/or has not had representation from your company at the WTSC meetings.

The NANC is requesting that you fill in the attached questionnaire and return it along with the name of your company’s number portability Single Point of Contact (SPOC), by November 20, 2001.  Additionally, the NANC requests that your company attend the WTSC meetings in person or via the meeting conference bridge.  

The benefits of participating in the WTSC are vast; from analyzing the baseline test plan, networking with other carriers, scheduling test dates with other service providers, and working on solutions for common industry issues.  All carriers, large and small, will benefit from participating in this industry committee.

Further, the NANC along with the wireless industry, would appreciate the value that a representative from your company would add to the discussion of issues related to wireless number portability and requests your attendance at the regularly scheduled monthly Wireless Number Portability Operations team (WNPO) meetings.  The WNPO has been tasked by the Wireless Number Portability Sub-committee to address the implementation issues specific to the wireless industry and ensure that wireless providers have a clearly defined path for the implementation of wireless number portability. 

WTSC and WNPO meeting schedules are posted on the Number Portability Administration Center (NPAC) website at www.npac.com (click on Wireless).  Many other important documents are posted on the NPAC website; including FCC Reports and Orders, WNP Specification/Requirements, NPAC agreement, WNP Test Plan, Intercarrier Communications Process, meeting dates and agendas, past meeting minutes, and much more.

It is imperative, for porting to be successful, that all carriers test their switch networks, back office systems, and their “Inter-carrier Communications Process” within the testing timeline.  Inter-carrier portability testing is currently scheduled to start in November 2001 and be completed in May 2002.  Your company’s input is greatly appreciated and vitally important to the successful implementation of WNP, and the NANC looks forward to receiving your responses.

Sincerely,

XXXXX
North American Numbering Council

W/questionnaire attachment 

Wireless Number Portability (WNP) Test Readiness Questionnaire

1. Does your company plan to participate in WNP Industry Inter-carrier testing? 

2. If you do plan to test, please fill out the matrix below? 

 Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA)*
Test Dates



















List additional test information if necessary. 

· MSA’s mandated to perform WNP are based on FCC 1st Report and Order

http://www.fcc.gov/Bureaus/Common_Carrier/Orders/1996/fcc96286.txt  (Appendix D)

3. Are you willing to test the Inter-Carrier Communications Process (ICP) separate from your network testing? 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

4. Please list the following information for your WNP testing single point of contact

Service Provider


Name 


Address


Phone # 


E-mail








