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Issue: Imminent Exhaust

Imminent Exhaust Overview:

· Defined: Imminent Exhaust Procedures would establish stringent criteria for allocation of CO/NXX codes outside the rationing process. 

· Available to Service Providers who have been unsuccessful in obtaining numbers through the rationing process and who can demonstrate that they can meet established criteria.

· Issue proponents acknowledge that states with delegated authority from the FCC may require additional criteria in their established procedures.

States/NPAs:

· Imminent exhaust procedures have been adopted with slightly different variations in the following states:

Massachusetts: 508, 617

New York: 516, 914

New Jersey: 201, 732, 973

Michigan: 810

Puerto Rico: 787

· The New Jersey version of Carrier Imminent Exhaust Criteria and Assignment Procedures is the most recently adopted among state proposals and the most stringent. The open contribution at INC is modeled after the New Jersey criteria.  (See attachments)

INC-Action Taken: 

· No consensus has been reached.

Recommendation: 

· NANC should form an Issue Management Group (IMG) to address this issue and define the specific criteria for allocating CO codes outside the rationing process. 

Rationale:

· There is a need to address procedures for when a carrier is unsuccessful in a rationing/lottery procedure. This will establish an “safety valve” for CO Code allocation during NPA Jeopardy with rationing in place.

· NANPA needs concise criteria for easy administration.

· Issue needs state input.
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ABSTRACT:
This contribution proposes an Imminent Exhaust procedure for allocation CO/NXX codes outside the rationing process and defines the criteria for CO/NXX allocation when few CO/NXX codes remain in an NPA.  The contribution has been revised based upon the concerns of several carriers to include pooling and removes the concept of NPA Imminent exhaust.

NOTICE:

This contribution has been prepared to assist the INC Workshop.  This document is offered as a basis for discussion and is not a binding proposal on AT&T Wireless Service.  AT&T Wireless Service reserves the right to add to, amend or withdraw the statements contained herein.

9.7 CO Code Allocation Outside of the Rationing Process

Service Provider Imminent Exhaust

This procedure is available at any time to service providers who have been unsuccessful in obtaining numbers through the rationing process and who can demonstrate that they can meet the Imminent Exhaust Assignment Criteria specified below.  This includes pooling participants that have been unable to obtain 1000 blocks.  A pooling participant meeting imminent exhaust criteria may be allocated a CO code to provide the requested 1000 blocks and remaining 1000 blocks would replenish the associated rate center pool.

For NPA’s that have already adopted imminent exhaust procedures, those existing imminent exhaust procedures will remain in effect.  For all other NPAs that are in jeopardy and have rationing the following imminent exhaust procedures will be used by the NANPA.

A service provider that meets the criteria will be assigned a code subject to the following limitations.  In addition, carriers may be subject to additional criteria by state regulators that have delegated authorities from the FCC to allocate CO codes outside the rationing process. If requested, carriers must submit copies of imminent exhaust requests to the appropriate state regulator.

A service provider may receive a maximum of 2 codes per OCN per NPA during a given calendar month under the Imminent Exhaust procedures.  Codes are allocated on a first-come, first served basis.   If a service provider has one or more priority numbers, the carrier must return a priority number to the code administrator for each code a service provider is allocated under these procedures.

Return of Codes

1. Any codes assigned under this Imminent Exhaust procedures must be activated within three months of the LERG effective date, unless technical difficulties exist beyond the service provider’s control. In the event of such difficulties, the service provider will notify NANPA in writing on or before the end of the three months activation deadline, outlining such difficulties and documenting an anticipated activation date that is no greater then six months from the LERG effective date.
2. NANPA Code Administration will recommend reclamation of any codes allocated under the Imminent Exhaust Procedures that are not activated in the timeframe specified in paragraph one.

Imminent Exhaust Assignment Criteria

A. Growth Codes

1.   A service provider must supply to NANPA a Months-to-Exhaust (MTE) form demonstrating, by rate center, number exhaust within three months.  

2.   The service provider must also supply to NANPA six months of historic utilization data and twelve months forecast data to support the exhaust projections for applicable rate center. If the average projected monthly demand is within 15% of the average historical monthly utilization; within 15% of average monthly demand for a comparable past seasonal time period; or consistent with a monthly activation trend, a code will be assigned. If the code request does not meet these criteria, the service provider must explain the deviation prior to code assignment by providing evidence that justifies the increased demand, including, for example, plans to launch a new product or service. 

3.   The service provider must have reduced its aging period to 60 days unless state regulation or a contractual agreement requires a longer period. 

B. Initial Code in a Rate Center

1.   A service provider must supply to NANPA documentation, by rate center, of a customer request to provide service within three months or other indication of demand for the service provider's service.

2.   The service provider must also supply to NANPA documentation that within 60 days from the LERG effective date, they will be interconnected and have sufficient operable facilities in the switch to serve the rate center requested.

Suspension/Denial of a Code Application 

1.   If NANPA determines that the documentation submitted by an applicant does not meet the established criteria NANPA should suspend the application and allow the applicant two weeks to resubmit its documentation.

2.   If the documentation is not resubmitted or NANPA determines that the documentation still does not meet the established criteria, the code request will be denied.

