





March 21, 2001

Dorothy T. Attwood, Chief

Common Carrier Bureau

Federal Communications Commission

Washington, D. C.  20554

Dear Ms. Attwood:

Paragraph 28 of the Commission’s July 5, 2000 Order in Docket No. 95-155 directed the NANC to address a number of issues regarding administration of toll-free numbers and make certain recommendations within 180 days.  The NANC formed an Issue Management Group (IMG) to prepare a recommendation, but they experienced difficulty reaching consensus and needed more time.  By letter dated January 8, 2001, your office granted an extension of time until March 30, 2001.

Unfortunately, however, despite the considerable time and resources dedicated to the effort, neither the IMG nor the NANC were able to reach a consensus.  The fundamental problem, in my view, is that there are some NANC members who believe that the current SMS/800 Administration is satisfactory and should not be changed, while other NANC members believe there are problems with the current arrangement that require change.

That fundamental difference prevented consensus on almost all substantive issues, including whether the SMS/800 Administrator should be selected by competitive bidding, what should be the structure of any new SMS/800 Administration, and whether SMS/800 service should continue to be provided under tariff.  And, although the IMG prepared draft technical requirements (a copy is on the NANC-chair web site), the IMG and the NANC agreed it would be inappropriate to transmit that document to your office in its current form.

Accordingly, and regretfully, the NANC must decline to make any recommendations to the Commission on whether to restructure the ownership and operation of the current system of toll free number administration at this time.

                 




Sincerely,







John R. Hoffman







NANC Chair

